Long-term care of the tracheostomy patient.
Care of the long-term tracheostomy patient is changing. By moving the initiation of tracheostomy out of the operating room and shifting responsibility for the procedure to the medical specialist, more patients are undergoing tracheostomy for a wider spectrum of diagnoses. With much of the aftercare now directed by the medical specialist, successful reintegration of the long-term tracheostomy patient into a productive life is dependent upon the collaborative care of several disciplines directed by the specialist. To effectively care for these challenging patients, it is critical for the physician who performs tracheostomy to be aware of the new caregiving role that is now theirs.